
 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 

Brunswick, Maine 

The First Sunday of Advent 
November 30, 2025 

 

10:30 a.m. Eucharist with Music in the Nave 
 

Worship in the Nave is livestreamed on www.stpaulsmaine.org 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Welcome to St. Paul’s  

We are so glad that you have chosen to worship with us today.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.stpaulsmaine.org 
Find us on Facebook — facebook.com/StPaulsBrunswickMaine 

stpauls@stpaulsmaine.org       (207) 725-5342        



Holy Eucharist  10:30 a.m. 
If you find yourself in physical discomfort when standing, especially for extended periods, please feel free to be 
seated at any time.  If kneeling is difficult for you, either stand or sit instead. 

 
Prelude                                               Wachet auf! (Wake up!)                                    Philipp Nicolai 
  

      
Territory Acknowledgement and Welcome                                        The Rev. Matthew R. Scott 

 
Opening Hymn                            Blest be the King whose coming                The Hymnal 1982 #74 
(All standing as able)                                                          
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Celebrant:   Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.  
People:         Glory to God for ever and ever. 
 
 

Magnificat                                       The Canticle of the Turning                     Song by Gary Daigle,       
(Sing verse 1 only)                                                                      Rory Cooney, and Theresa Donohoo 
        
1 My soul cries out with a joyful shout 
That the God of my heart is great 
And my spirit sings of the Wondrous things 
That you bring to the ones who wait 
You fixed your sight on your servant's plight 
And my weakness you did not spurn 
So from east to west shall my name be blest 
Could the world be about to turn? 
 
My heart shall sing of the day you bring 
Let the fires of your justice burn 
Wipe away all tears for the dawn draws near 
And the world is about to turn! 
 
2 Though I am small, my God, my all,  
You work great things in me 
And your mercy will last from the Depths  
   of the past 
To the end of the age to be 
Your very name puts the proud to shame 
And to those who would for you yearn 
You will show your might put the  
    strong to flight 
For the world is about to turn 
 
My heart shall sing of the day you bring 
Let the fires of your justice burn 
Wipe away all tears for the dawn draws near 
And the world is about to turn! 
 
 
The Collect  
Celebrant:  God be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Celebrant:  Let us pray together. 
 

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of 
light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in 
great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge 
both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
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3 From the halls of power to the fortress tower 
Not a stone will be left on stone 
Let the king beware for your 
Justice tears ev'ry tyrant from his throne 
The hungry poor shall weep no more 
For the food they can never earn 
There are tables spread, ev'ry 
Mouth be fed 
For the world is about to turn 
 
My heart shall sing of the day you bring 
Let the fires of your justice burn 
Wipe away all tears for the dawn draws near 
And the world is about to turn! 
 
4 Though the nations rage from age to age 
We remember 
Who holds us fast 
God's mercy must deliver us from the  
      conqueror's crushing grasp 
This saving word that our forebears heard  
is the promise which holds us bound 
'Til the spear and rod can be 
Crushed by God 
Who is turning the world around 
 
My heart shall sing of the day you bring 
Let the fires of your justice burn 
Wipe away all tears 
For the dawn draws near 
And the world is about to turn! 



The First Lesson (seated)                                                                              Isaiah 2:1-5 (NRSV)  
Lector: A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah. 
    

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
 

In days to come 
the mountain of the Lord’s house 

shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 
and shall be raised above the hills; 

all the nations shall stream to it. 
Many peoples shall come and say, 

‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 
to the house of the God of Jacob; 

that he may teach us his ways 
and that we may walk in his paths.’ 

For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 

He shall judge between the nations, 
and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 

they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, 
and their spears into pruning-hooks; 

nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more. 

 
O house of Jacob, 

come, let us walk 
in the light of the Lord! 

 

Lector:     Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People:     Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 122 

1 I was glad when they said to me, * 
"Let us go to the house of the Lord." 

2 Now our feet are standing * 
within your gates, O Jerusalem. 

3 Jerusalem is built as a city * 
that is at unity with itself; 

4 To which the tribes go up, 
the tribes of the Lord, * 
the assembly of Israel, 
to praise the Name of the Lord. 
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5 For there are the thrones of judgment, * 
the thrones of the house of David. 

6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: * 
"May they prosper who love you. 

7 Peace be within your walls * 
and quietness within your towers. 

8 For my brethren and companions' sake, * 
I pray for your prosperity. 

9 Because of the house of the Lord our God, * 
I will seek to do you good." 

 
The Second Lesson                                                              Romans 13:11-14 (NRSV)  
Lector:     A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans. 
 

You know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salva-
tion is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is 
near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us live 
honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentious-
ness, not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no pro-
vision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 

Lector:   Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People:       Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Hymn                                          O Come, O Come      The Hymnal 1982 #56   Adapted 
(standing as able)               
 
1     O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

Thy people save and with us dwell 
Who watch in expectation here 
Until thy reign of love appear. 
 
Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to us and with us dwell. 

  
2 O come, thou Wisdom from on high, 
 who orderest all things mightily; 
 to us the path of knowledge show, 
 and teach us in her ways to go. 

       Refrain 
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The Gospel  (all standing as able)                                                                 Matthew 24:36-44 (NRSV)  
Celebrant:     The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People:        Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 

Jesus said to the disciples, “But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of 
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the com-
ing of the Son of Man. For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, 
marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing 
until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. 
Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. Two women will be 
grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. Keep awake therefore, for you 
do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner of the 
house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed 
awake and would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, 
for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” 
 
 

Celebrant:   The Gospel of the Lord. 
People:         Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
  
The Sermon                                                                                              The Rev. Matthew R. Scott  
 
The Nicene Creed (led by the Celebrant)                                                                                                    BCP 358 
 

(All standing as able)  
 

We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again 
       in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 
       and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
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 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
       and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
      and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People and Concluding Collect (standing as able) 
 

      (After each petition “we pray to you, O Lord” please respond with “Lord, have mercy.” ) 
 
Confession and Absolution                                                                                                
Celebrant:  Let us confess our sins to God. 
  

Celebrant and People: 
God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our  
lives.  We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you  
have created. We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done 
on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we 
may abide in your love and serve only your will.  Amen. 
  
The Celebrant says: 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  
Amen. 
 
Birthday and Anniversary Prayers  (It has been our custom for generations to bring forth, if 
possible, offerings of coins in the amount of your age. You may do this online at stpaulsmaine.org) 
 

The people say together. 
Watch over thy children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide them wherever they 
may be, keeping them unspotted from the world.  Strengthen them when they  stand; com-
fort them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their hearts may 
thy peace which passeth understanding abide all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Almighty God, giver of life and love, bless these couples. Grant them wisdom and devotion in 
the ordering of their common life, that each may be to the other a strength in need,  
a counselor in perplexity, a comfort in sorrow, and a companion in joy. And so knit their 
wills together in your will and their spirits in your Spirit, that they may live together in love 
and peace all the days of their life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 



The Peace 
Celebrant:    The peace of  Christ be always with you. 
People:         And also with you. 
 
Announcements 

 

The Holy Communion 
 

Receiving Communion 
You may, 
1. Receive communion in “one kind” - consecrated bread only or consecrated wine only. In the Episcopal 

Church, receiving in one kind is considered full communion. If you would like gluten-free consecrated bread, 
please place your hands facing down. 

2. Drink from the common cup. 
3. Cross hands over chest after receiving the bread and the Chalice Bearer will say, “the blood of Christ” but 

will not distribute the wine. 
Please help the Lay Eucharistic Ministers by choosing one of these three options. Please do not dip the wa-
fer into the chalice. 
 

Offertory Sentence 
 
Offertory Music   But who may abide the day of His coming/For He is like a refiner's fire 
                Joelle Morris, soloist         from Messiah (G. F. Handel) 
           
(Stand as able as gifts are presented.) 
 

Presentation  Hymn                                                                The Hymnal 1982 #380 adapted  
(sung together standing as able)                                                                                              
                                                             

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
praise God, all creatures here below;  
praise God above, ye heavenly host:  
Creator, Savior, Holy Ghost. 

 

The Celebrant receives the offerings and lifts them up to God. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving                                                    Enriching Our Worship Prayer 2 
 

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you.  
Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts.  
People:  We lift them to the Lord.  
Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Celebrant: 
We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From before 
time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things 
into being: sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing. You made 
us in your image, and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and wan-
dered far away; and yet, like a loving, forgiving parent, you would not forget us. 
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Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. And so this day we join with 
Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity, lifting our voices to 
magnify you as we say: 
  
Celebrant and People: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
   heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
The people stand or kneel as able. Then the Celebrant continues: 
 
Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin 
and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your 
willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God. Living 
among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and 
proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were 
heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross 
the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you.  
  
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand up-
on it; and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any 
other vessel containing the wine to be consecrated.  
 
On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave 
thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  
  
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to 
them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is 
poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for 
the remembrance of me.” 
 
Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and 
risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and our-
selves, a living sacrifice. Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and 
Blood of Christ. Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, 
the Body of Christ given for the world you have made.  
  
In the fullness of time bring us, with Blessed Paul and all your saints, from every tribe and 
language and people and nation, to feast at the banquet prepared from the foundation of the 
world.  
 
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be  
honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN. 
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The Lord’s Prayer   
Celebrant: As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,  
Celebrant and People: 
Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your Name, 
 your kingdom come,  
 your will be done, 
 on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
       and the glory are yours, 
 now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Breaking of the Bread  
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread. A period of silence is kept.  
 
The Fraction Anthem                                                                                                                  S-167 
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The Invitation 
Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following invitation: 
 

The Gifts of God for the People of God.  
 
The ushers will guide the people pew, by pew to the altar rail. You may kneel or stand to receive the 
Sacrament. (Gluten Free is available.) Clergy will distribute the consecrated host to each person. 
Eucharistic Ministers will hold the cup in front of each person saying, ’The Blood of Christ; the Cup 
of Salvation.’ If you do not wish to receive the Sacrament, you are invited to come forward and 
cross your arms indicating you’d like a blessing instead. 
 
Then is said, The Body of Christ, the Bread of Heaven. The Blood of Christ, the Cup of  
Salvation. 

 
Welcome to our digital congregation. We invite you to connect with Christ’s communion by saying 
the following prayer.  
 
A Prayer for Spiritual Communion 

In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the Holy 
Eucharist is now being celebrated, we desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. We 
remember your death, Lord Christ; we proclaim your resurrection; we await your coming 
in glory. Since we cannot receive you today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, we 
beseech you to come spiritually into our hearts. Cleanse and strengthen us with your 
grace, Lord Jesus, and let us never be separated from you. May we live in you, and you in 
us, in this life and in the life to come. Amen.  
 
Communion Anthem                  Of the Father's Heart Begotten                           arr. Willcocks  

Text: Aurelius Prudentius, 4th century 
Translated by John Mason Neale 

Tune: Plainchant, 10th century 
 

Communion Hymn 1             Thy kingdom come, on bended knee       The Hymnal 1982 #615  

 All are invited to sing.                                      
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Post Communion Prayer                                                               from Enriching Our Worship                
Celebrant: Let us pray. 
 

Loving God, 
we give you thanks 
for restoring us in your image 
and nourishing us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. 
Now send us forth 
a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; 
that we may proclaim your love to the world 
and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
The Blessing                                                                       adapted from Enriching Our Worship  
May the blessing of the God of Abraham and Sarah, and of Jesus Christ born of our sister 
Mary, and of the Holy Spirit, who broods over the world in love, be upon you and remain 
with you always. Amen.  
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Closing Hymn                                        Soon and very soon                                           LEVAS 14  
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Dismissal 
Celebrant:  Let us go forth in the name of Christ to love and serve our neighbors.  
People:       Thanks be to God.  
 
Postlude                                              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Paul’s Territory Acknowledgement  
 

(In accordance with Diocese resolution and approved by Vestry in winter/spring ‘23) 
 

We acknowledge that we stand on territory that was taken from the Abenaki people of the  
Wabanaki Confederacy, the people of the Dawnland. May we always remember that the Earth does 
not belong to us, that we belong to the Earth, and that we are all companions in life. May we learn 

from our past sins and be instruments of justice and peace for all people in today’s world. We ask for 
inspiration that we might be compelled to take action and support our native neighbors as they  

continue to seek their sovereignty here in Maine. 
 
 
 
 

 

page 15 



 

Copyright permission is granted for all music used in print, projection, or media during worship at St. 
Paul's Episcopal church by CCLI copyright license #11074094 and CCLI streaming license #2018622. 

Ministries 8:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m. 

Celebrant The Rev. Matthew R. Scott The Rev. Matthew R. Scott 

Preacher The Rev. Matthew R. Scott The Rev. Matthew R. Scott 

Eucharistic  
Ministers 

Bill Edman 
Sarah Faith Spencer 

Carol Martin 

Lectors 
Joel Wegner 1st Lesson, Ps 

Rebecca Wegner 2nd Lesson, Pr 

Larry Kalajainen 1st Lesson 
Sarah Faith Spencer Ps 

Carol Kalajainen 2nd Lesson 
Carol Martin Pr  

Music  
Christina Spurling, organ 

And special guests 

Acolytes Bill Edman Cliff Ruprecht 

Greeter  Donna Thivierge 

Ushers Rebecca and Joel Wegner Jerome Brown 

Altar Guild Michael Anne Banks and Lee Caesar 

Flowers Ann Carroll 

Fellowship Hosts Vicki Farsaci 

The Rev. Myrna Koonce, Priest Associate 

The Diocese of Maine, The Rt. Rev. Thomas James Brown Bishop 
 

St. Paul’s Staff and Vestry 
The Rev. Dr. Matthew R. Scott, Rector 

The Rev. Katie Holicky,  Assistant Rector 

Melissa Carbajal 
Lead Administrator 

 
Carolyn Farr 

Administrative Assistant 

Patsy Oehl 
Senior Warden 

 
Johanna Wigg 

Junior Warden 

 
Andrea Lauerman 

Sacred Ground Coordinator 

                  Vestry       
Term ending 2026  — Fred Hollmann, Greg Millert, Leslie Brancart 

Term ending 2027 — Michael Anne Banks, Jonathan Bolton, JoAnn Terranova 
Term ending 2028 —  Roger Barras, Michael Turner, Nancy King 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
27 Pleasant Street (Mailing address P.O. Box 195) 

Brunswick, Maine 04011 


