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St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
Brunswick, Maine 

 

The Sixth Sunday of Easter 
Rogation Sunday 

May 10, 2026 
 

10:30 a.m. Eucharist with Music in the Nave 
 

Worship in the Nave is Livestreamed on www.stpaulsmaine.org 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to St. Paul’s! 

    We are so glad that you have chosen to worship here today. 
   

St. Paul’s Territory Acknowledgement  

(In accordance with Diocese resolution and approved by Vestry in winter/spring ‘23) 

We acknowledge that we stand on territory that was taken from the Abenaki people of the  
Wabanaki Confederacy, the people of the Dawnland. May we always remember that the Earth 

does not belong to us, that we belong to the Earth, and that we are all companions in life. May we 
learn from our past sins and be instruments of justice and peace for all people in today’s world. 
We ask for inspiration that we might be compelled to take action and support our native neigh-

bors as they  continue to seek their sovereignty here in Maine. 
 

www.stpaulsmaine.org 
Find us on Facebook — facebook.com/StPaulsBrunswickMaine 

admin@stpaulsmaine.org       (207) 725-5342        
27 Pleasant St., P.O. Box 195 

Brunswick, ME 04011 
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Holy Eucharist 10:30 a.m. 
If you find yourself in physical discomfort when standing, especially for extended periods, please feel free to 
be seated at any time.  If kneeling is difficult for you, either stand or sit instead. 

      

Prelude        
                                                                   
Territory Acknowledgement and Welcome                                     The Rev. Matthew Scott  
                          

Opening Hymn                                      God the Sculptor               WLP #746 
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(standing as able)     

Opening Sentences 
Celebrant:    Alleluia. Christ is risen.  
People:          Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 
The Gloria                                                                                                                              S-278 

(Continued on next page.) 
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The Collect            
 
Celebrant:  God be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Celebrant:  Let us pray together. 
 
O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass our under-
standing: Pour into our hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in all things and 
above all things, may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen.  
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The First Lesson                                                         Acts 17:22-31 (NRSV)
Lector: A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely reli-
gious you are in every way. For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the 
objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an un-
known god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God 
who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not 
live in shrines made by human hands, nor is he served by human hands, as though he 
needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. 
From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the 
times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, so that 
they would search for God and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he 
is not far from each one of us. For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as 
even some of your own poets have said, 

‘For we too are his offspring.’ 

Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, 
or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. While God has over-
looked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to re-
pent, because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in righteous-
ness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by rais-
ing him from the dead.” 

Lector:    Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
People:   Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 66:7-18 
      

7 Bless our God, you peoples; * 
make the voice of his praise to be heard; 

8 Who holds our souls in life, * 
and will not allow our feet to slip. 

9 For you, O God, have proved us; * 
you have tried us just as silver is tried. 

10 You brought us into the snare; * 
you laid heavy burdens upon our backs. 

11 You let enemies ride over our heads; 
we went through fire and water; * 
but you brought us out into a place of refreshment. 

12 I will enter your house with burnt-offerings 
and will pay you my vows, * 
which I promised with my lips 
and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble. 
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13 I will offer you sacrifices of fat beasts 
with the smoke of rams; * 
I will give you oxen and goats. 

14 Come and listen, all you who fear God, * 
and I will tell you what he has done for me. 

15 I called out to him with my mouth, * 
and his praise was on my tongue. 

16 If I had found evil in my heart, * 
the Lord would not have heard me; 

17 But in truth God has heard me; * 
he has attended to the voice of my prayer. 

     18 Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, * 
               nor withheld his love from me. 

 

The Second Lesson                                                                                  1 Peter 3:13-22 (NRSV) 
Lector: A reading from the First Letter of Peter. 

 
 

Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? But even if you do suffer for 
doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, 
but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone 
who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness 
and reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who 
abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. For it is better to suffer for 
doing good, if suffering should be God's will, than to suffer for doing evil. For Christ also 
suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. 
He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which also he went and 
made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former times did not obey, when God 
waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, 
eight persons, were saved through water. And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves 
you-- not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand 
of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.  
 
 

Lector:       Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  

People:      Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Hymn                                       O Love of God            The Hymnal 1982 #456 

 
The Gospel                                                                                                      John 14:15-21(NRSV) 
 
Celebrant:   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People:         Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 

Jesus said, ”If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, 
and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth, 
whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know 
him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you. 
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”I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the world will no longer 
see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. On that day you will know that 
I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. They who have my commandments and keep 
them are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will 
love them and reveal myself to them.” 
 
Sermon                                                                                                           The Rev. Matthew Scott 
 
The Nicene Creed (led by the Celebrant)                                                                                       

We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
 and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again 
       in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 
       and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
       and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
      and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People (standing as able)              
(As we pray, please respond to “we pray to you, O Lord,” with “Lord, hear our prayer.” )      
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Birthday and Anniversary Prayers  (It has been our custom for generations to bring 
forth, if possible, offerings of coins in the amount of your age.) The people stand and say together. 
 
 

Watch over thy children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide them wherever  
they may be, keeping them unspotted from the world.  Strengthen them when they  stand; 
comfort them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their hearts 
may thy peace which passeth understanding abide all the days of their lives; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Rogation Sunday Blessing of the Bounds       
Episcopal Church Foundation, Vital Practices  

 
The Peace  (standing) 
Celebrant:    The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People:         And also with you. 
 
Announcements 
 

The Holy Communion 
Receiving Communion 
Receiving only bread or wine is considered full communion, or you can receive both elements. You may… 
1. Receive the bread, placing one hand on the other, facing up 
2. Receive gluten-free bread, hands facing down 
3. Drink from the chalice (cup) when it’s offered to you 
4. Decline to drink by crossing your arms; the Eucharistic minister will extend it toward you with the words 

“The Blood of Christ.” 
5. Decline both bread and wine, and with arms crossed, receive a blessing. 
 
Please do not dip the wafer into the chalice. 

 
Offertory Sentence                    
Offertory Anthem                                
                                                                     
(Stand as able as gifts are presented.) 
 
Presentation Hymn           From all that dwell below the skies      The Hymnal 1982 #380 adapted 
                                                              

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
praise God, all creatures here below;  
praise God above, ye heavenly host:  
Creator, Savior, Holy Ghost   

O God, You know we need boundaries, definite times and places in which to seek You and 
be found by You, to get better acquainted, to dream dreams, and to make future plans. O 
God, thank you for the gift of this land. Today we beat its bounds to banish fear and ha-
tred, cowardice and complacency. Today we sow seeds of passion for justice, solidarity 
with the displaced, and love for the earth. Make us forceful and fruitful. Give us a good 
harvest. Through Jesus Christ. Amen.  
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The Celebrant receives the offerings and lifts them up to God. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving                                   Eucharistic Prayer A Expansive Language 
The people stand  as able 
 
  

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
Celebrant: 

 But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the 
glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, 
who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the world. By his death he has de-
stroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life.  
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
Celebrant and People: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,                                    
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
     Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
     Hosanna in the highest. 
 
The Celebrant continues: 

Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had 
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, 
your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to recon-
cile us to you, the God and maker of all. 
 Jesus stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, 
a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Savior Jesus Christ took 
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and 
said, “Take eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 
me.”  
 
After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remem-
brance of me.”  
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Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
  

Celebrant and People: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
The Celebrant continues: 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
  
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the 
holy food and drink of new and unending life in Christ. Sanctify us also that we may  
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at 
the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.  
  
  

All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and for ever.  
AMEN. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer   
Celebrant: As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,  
Celebrant and People: 
Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your Name, 

 your kingdom come,  

 your will be done, 

 on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, 

 and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  

       and the glory are yours, 

 now and for ever. Amen. 

 
Breaking of the Bread  

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.  
 
The Fraction Anthem        S-154                                                                                                                      
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The ushers will guide the people pew by pew to the altar rail. You may kneel or stand to receive the 
Sacrament. (Gluten Free is available.) Clergy will distribute the consecrated host to each person. 
Eucharistic Ministers will hold the cup in front of each person saying, ’The Blood of Christ; the Cup 
of Salvation.’ If you do not wish to receive the Sacrament, you are invited to come forward and 
cross your arms indicating you’d like a blessing instead. 
 
The Invitation 
Facing the people, the celebrant says the following invitation 

The Gifts of God for the People of God.  
 

The people come forward at the direction of the ushers to receive communion. 
 
Communion Hymn 1              All things bright and beautiful                               VF #111 
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Communion Hymn 2                      Come Down o Love Divine              The Hymnal 1982 #516 
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Postcommunion Prayer         BCP pg. 366 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 
Celebrant and People: 
 
Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the 
most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in 
these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your 
eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to 
love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy 
Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.  
 
The Blessing 
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Closing Hymn                           Sing, ye Faithful       The Hymnal 1982 #492 
 

Dismissal 
Celebrant:  Go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia! Alleluia!  
People:       Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!  
 
Postlude                      
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Ministries 8:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m. 

Celebrant Rev. Matthew Scott Rev. Katie Holicky 

Preacher Rev. Matthew Scott Rev. Matthew Scott 

Eucharistic  
Ministers 

Elizabeth Davis 
Leslie Brancart and  

Hugh Savage 

Lectors 

Rebecca Wegner 1st Lesson 
Elizabeth Davis Ps. 

Joel Wegner 2nd Lesson 
Rebecca Wegner Pr.  

Patsy Oehl 1st Lesson 
Nancy Whitehouse Ps. 

Joanie Hale 2nd Lesson 
Phil Studwell Pr.  

Music  Ann Webb-Prosser 

Greeter  Karen Rienert 

Ushers Rebecca and Joel Wegner Patsy Oehl and Phil Studwell 

Acolyte Bill Edman Bill Hale 

Altar Guild Bonny Labonte and Meghan Williams 

Fellowship Host  

Copyright permission is granted for all music used in print, projection, or media during worship at St. 
Paul's Episcopal church by CCLI copyright license #11074094 and CCLI streaming license #2018622. 

Shanon Cotta, Postulant and Diocesan Intern 

The Diocese of Maine, The Rt. Rev. Thomas James Brown, Bishop 
 

St. Paul’s Staff and Vestry 
The Rev. Dr. Matthew R. Scott, Rector 

The Rev. Katie Holicky,  Associate Rector 

Melissa Carbajal 
Lead Administrator 

 
Sunshine Spaulding 

Administrative Assistant 

Patsy Oehl 
Senior Warden 

 
Nancy King 

Junior Warden 

Andrea Lauerman 
Sacred Ground Coordinator 

 
Amy Webb-Prosser 

Organist/Accompanist  

                  Vestry       
Term ending 2027 — Michael Anne Banks, Jonathan Bolton, JoAnn Terranova 

Term ending 2028 —  Roger Barras, Michael Turner, John Bilodeau 
Term ending 2029  — Dieuwke Zolas, Leslie Walter, and Elizabeth Davis 


