
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
Brunswick, Maine

The Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost
August 23, 2026

9:30 a.m. Life Together Eucharist in the Great Hall

Welcome to St. Paul’s!
We are so glad you have chosen to worship here today.

St. Paul’s Territory Acknowledgement 
We acknowledge that we stand on territory that was taken from the Abenaki people of the 
Wabanaki Confederacy, the people of the Dawnland. May we always remember that the
Earth does not belong to us, that we belong to the Earth, and that we are all companions in
life. May we learn from our past sins and be instruments of justice and peace for all people
in today’s world. We ask for inspiration that we might be compelled to take action and
support our native neighbors as they continue to seek their sovereignty here in Maine. 

www.stpaulsmaine.org
Find us on Facebook — facebook.com/StPaulsBrunswickMaine

admin@stpaulsmaine.org      (207) 725-5342      
27 Pleasant St., P.O. Box 195

Brunswick, ME 04011
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HOLY EUCHARIST
If you find yourself in physical discomfort when standing, especially for extended periods, please
feel free to be seated at any time. If kneeling is difficult for you, either stand or sit instead.

MUSIC FOR GATHERING 

WELCOME 

OPENING HYMN LEVAS #219This is the day
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OPENING SENTENCES
Celebrant: 
Response:

God is here!

Celebrant: 
Response:

(all standing as able)

God is here!
Let us bless God!
Let us bless God!

Celebrant: 
Response:

Glory to you, God, for ever!
Glory to you, God, for ever!

Celebrant: 
Response:

God be with you.
And also with you. 

Celebrant: Let us pray together. 

THE COLLECT

Grant, O merciful God, that your Church, being gathered together in unity by your Holy
Spirit, may show forth your power among all peoples, to the glory of your Name; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

THE FIRST LESSON Exodus 1:8-2:10
Lector: A reading from Exodus
Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. He said to his people, “Look,
the Israelite people are more numerous and more powerful than we. Come, let us deal
shrewdly with them, or they will increase and, in the event of war, join our enemies and
fight against us and escape from the land.” Therefore they set taskmasters over them to
oppress them with forced labor. They built supply cities, Pithom and Rameses, for
Pharaoh. But the more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied and spread, so that
the Egyptians came to dread the Israelites. The Egyptians became ruthless in imposing
tasks on the Israelites, and made their lives bitter with hard service in mortar and brick
and in every kind of field labor. They were ruthless in all the tasks that they imposed on
them.

The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named Shiphrah and
the other Puah, “When you act as midwives to the Hebrew women, and see them on the
birthstool, if it is a boy, kill him; but if it is a girl, she shall live.” But the midwives feared
God; they did not do as the king of Egypt commanded them, but they let the boys live. So
the king of Egypt summoned the midwives and said to them, “Why have you done this,
and allowed the boys to live?” The midwives said to Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew
women are not like the Egyptian women; for they are vigorous and give birth before the
midwife comes to them.” So God dealt well with the midwives; and the people multiplied
and became very strong. And because the midwives feared God, he gave them families.
Then Pharaoh commanded all his people, “Every boy that is born to the Hebrews you shall
throw into the Nile, but you shall let every girl live.”
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Lector: Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People: Thanks be to God.

Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a Levite woman. The woman
conceived and bore a son; and when she saw that he was a fine baby, she hid him three
months. When she could hide him no longer she got a papyrus basket for him, and
plastered it with bitumen and pitch; she put the child in it and placed it among the reeds
on the bank of the river. His sister stood at a distance, to see what would happen to him.

The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her attendants walked
beside the river. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her maid to bring it. When
she opened it, she saw the child. He was crying, and she took pity on him, “This must be
one of the Hebrews’ children,” she said. Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall
I go and get you a nurse from the Hebrew women to nurse the child for you?” Pharaoh’s
daughter said to her, “Yes.” So the girl went and called the child’s mother. Pharaoh’s
daughter said to her, “Take this child and nurse it for me, and I will give you your wages.”
So the woman took the child and nursed it. When the child grew up, she brought him to
Pharaoh’s daughter, and she took him as her son. She named him Moses, “because,” she
said, “I drew him out of the water.”

PSALM 124 St. Helena Psalter

1 If God had not been on our side, *
let Israel now say;

2 If God had not been on our side, *
when enemies rose up against us,

3 Then would they have swallowed us up alive *
in their fierce anger toward us;

4 Then would the waters have overwhelmed us *
and the torrent gone over us;

5 Then would the raging waters *
have gone right over us.

6 Blessed be God, *
who has not given us over to be a prey for their teeth.

7 We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the
fowler; *
the snare is broken, and we have escaped.

8 Our help is in the Name of God, *
the maker of heaven and earth.
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THE GOSPEL Matthew 16:13-20

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

When Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do
people say that the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others
Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you
say that I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” And
Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not
revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I
will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. I will give you the
keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” Then he sternly ordered the disciples
not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

GOSPEL HYMN I’m walking with my God Music by Heart #11

I'm walking (I'm walking)

With my Father (with my Father)

I'm walking (I'm walking)

With my Mother (with my Mother)

I'm walking (I'm walking)

With the Spirit (with the Spirit)

I'm walking with my God today

(I'm walking with my God today)

SERMON  The Rev. Matthew Scott
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That Jesus came to show us Love with a human face,
that he taught justice and reconciliation and suffered on our behalf,
and that through his faithful example, he embodies hope;
therefore we, too, seek to be people of justice, reconciliation, and hope.

That the Holy Spirit guides and accompanies us,
that this same Spirit offers wisdom and discernment,
and that, when we are open, the Spirit can always find a way;
therefore, we seek to be people filled with God’s Spirit:
discerning, loving and transforming our world. Amen.

(led by Celebrant)AFFIRMATION

As children of God, we affirm:
That God, who is Love, created all and called it good,
that God is present with all of creation, and that,
in darkness and in light, God is faithful;
therefore we, too, seek to be faithful.

Daily Prayers for All Seasons

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (standing as able)
(As we pray, please respond to “Holy Spirit,” with “Fill our hearts.” )    

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Is there anything you did that you are sorry for? Silently think about it in your mind.

Celebrant: Lord God, we are sorry for the times we have been unkind, Lord have mercy.
All: Lord have mercy.

Celebrant: Lord God, we are sorry for the times we have forgotten you, Christ have mercy.
All: Christ have mercy.

Celebrant: Lord God, we ask you to forgive us, Lord have mercy.
All: Lord have mercy.

Celebrant: Holy God, have mercy upon you, forgive you all your sins, and bring you to
eternal life.

All: Amen.
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THE PEACE

Celebrant: 
People: 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 

(standing)

ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE HOLY COMMUNION
Receiving Communion
Receiving only bread or wine is considered full communion, or you can receive both
elements. You may…
1.     Receive the bread, placing one hand on the other, facing up
2.    Receive gluten-free bread, hands facing down
3.    Drink from the chalice (cup) when it’s offered to you
4.    Decline to drink by crossing your arms; the Eucharistic minister will extend it toward 
        you with the words “The Blood of Christ.”
5.    Decline both bread and wine, and with arms crossed, receive a blessing.
Please do not dip the wafer into the chalice. 

OFFETORY SENTENCE

PRESENTATION HYMN

3    Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
      praise God, all creatures here below;
      praise God above, ye heavenly host:
      Creator, Savior, Holy Ghost.

The Hymnal 1982 #380 v3 adapted

OFFETORY ANTHEM Jesus Remember Me Insturmental by Susan Brown
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING Life Together Eucharistic Prayer 

Celebrant:      The Lord be with you.
People:            And also with you.
Celebrant:      Lift up your hearts.
People:            We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant:      Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:            It is right to give God thanks and praise.
 
Celebrant:
God, in your goodness you are the Creator of all. You have brought into being the beauty of
creation and our own humanity where we see your divine diversity and presence in every
living thing. We give thanks for all of creation and know that you have always loved us and
desired what is good for us. And so, you sent Jesus your Son to be one of us. He died to redeem
us and all Creation. Jesus rose from the dead to give us new life and make the world new.
That’s why we shout out our praise! We shout with the throngs of angels, archangels and with
all the heavenly host. We shout our praise together:  

The people stand or kneel. Then the Celebrant continues:
We bring you bread and wine as our offering. Bless them with your Spirit to be the Body and
Blood of Jesus. 

On the night of his last supper with his friends, Jesus took bread, gave thanks to God for it,
broke it apart, shared it with his friends, and said, "Take, eat. This bread is my Body which is
given for you. Do this to remember me." 

Celebrant and People:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
 Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
 Hosanna in the highest.

After they finished supper, he took the cup of wine. Jesus gave thanks to God and said to his
friends, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood which is poured out for you. It is poured out
for all to save you from your sins. Drink this to remember me.”

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
All: Christ has died! Christ is risen! Christ will come again! 

Gather us up by this bread and wine and make us the Body of Christ in faithful community.
Make us new people in Christ’s Spirit. By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and for ever. AMEN! 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Celebrant:  As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
Celebrant and People:
Our God in heaven,
        hallowed be your Name,
        your kingdom come, 
        your will be done,
        on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
 as we forgive those
 who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
 and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, 
      and the glory are yours,
 now and for ever. Amen.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 

The Celebrant says:  Be known to us Jesus in the breaking of the bread. We are the
communion of Christ’s Body.
 

All: We share one bread together. 

THE INVITATION 

Facing the people, the celebrant says the following invitation
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 
Then is said, The Body of Christ, the Bread of Heaven. The Blood of Christ, the Cup of
Salvation.

 The ushers will guide the people pew by pew to the altar rail. You may kneel or stand to
receive the Sacrament. (Gluten Free is available.) Clergy will distribute the consecrated
host to each person. Eucharistic Ministers will hold the cup in front of each person saying,
’The Blood of Christ; the Cup of Salvation.’ If you do not wish to receive the Sacrament, you
are invited to come forward and cross your arms indicating you’d like a blessing instead.
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COMMUNION HYMN 1 I want to walk as a child of the light The Hymnal 1982 #490
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COMMUNION HYMN 2 Taize #3Bless the Lord

POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER

Celebrant: 
Celebrant and People: 

Let us pray. 

Loving God, we are grateful for the love that we share in this community and in Your Holy
Food. Send us into the world to listen to our neighbors with hearts of love, and to share the
Good News of Jesus. Amen.

THE BLESSING
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THE CLOSING HYMN What a friend we have in Jesus LEVAS 109
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DISMISSAL
People respond: Thanks be to God.

MUSIC FOR EXITING



The Diocese of Maine, The Rt. Rev. Thomas James Brown, Bishop

 
St. Paul’s Staff and Vestry

The Rev. Dr. Matthew R. Scott, Rector
The Rev. Katie Holicky, Associate Rector

Melissa Carbajal
Lead Administrator

Sunshine Spaulding
Administrative Assistant

Patsy Oehl
Senior Warden

Nancy King
Junior Warden

Andrea Lauerman
Sacred Ground Coordinator

Amy Webb-Prosser
Organist/Accompanist 

                 Vestry                       
Term ending 2027 — Michael Anne Banks, Jonathan Bolton, Mike Sullivan

Term ending 2028 — Roger Barras, Michael Turner, John Bilodeau
Term ending 2029 — Dieuwke Zolas, Leslie Walter, and Elizabeth Davis

Ministries 8:00 a.m. 9:30 a.m.

Celebrant

Preacher

Eucharistic Ministers

Lectors 

Music

Greeter

Ushers

Acolyte

Altar Guild

Fellowship Host

Leslie Brancart and
Hugh Savage

Intergenerational Reader 1st Lesson
Nancy Whitehouse Ps.
Leslie Brancart Pr. 

Susan Brown

Donna and Ralph Thivierge

Michael McCabe 
and Jan Dirckx

Bill Hale

Bonny Labonte and Leslie Walter

The Rev. Matthew ScottThe Rev. Matthew Scott

Bill Edman

Karen Rienert 1   Lessonst

Karen Rienert Ps.
Bill Edman 2  Lessonnd

Bill Edman Pr. 

Lili and John Ott

Bill Edman

The Rev. Matthew Scott The Rev. Matthew Scott

Meg Williams
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