
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
Brunswick, Maine

The Twenty-Fourth Sunday After Pentecost
November 8, 2026

10:30 a.m. Eucharist with Music in the Nave

Welcome to St. Paul’s!
We are so glad you have chosen to worship here today.

St. Paul’s Territory Acknowledgement 
We acknowledge that we stand on territory that was taken from the Abenaki people of the 
Wabanaki Confederacy, the people of the Dawnland. May we always remember that the
Earth does not belong to us, that we belong to the Earth, and that we are all companions in
life. May we learn from our past sins and be instruments of justice and peace for all people
in today’s world. We ask for inspiration that we might be compelled to take action and
support our native neighbors as they continue to seek their sovereignty here in Maine. 

www.stpaulsmaine.org
Find us on Facebook — facebook.com/StPaulsBrunswickMaine

admin@stpaulsmaine.org      (207) 725-5342      
27 Pleasant St., P.O. Box 195

Brunswick, ME 04011
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Hearing impaired assistance devices and Auracast hearing aid service available.
See an Usher for more information.

MUSIC FOR GATHERING 

WELCOME 

OPENING HYMN O God of Bethel The Hymnal 1982 #709

(all standing as able)OPENING SENTENCES
Celebrant: 
Response:

Blessed be God: Creator, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
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GLORIA
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COLLECT OF THE DAY
O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might destroy the works of the devil and make
us children of God and heirs of eternal life: Grant that, having this hope, we may purify ourselves as
he is pure; that, when he comes again with power and great glory, we may be made like him in his
eternal and glorious kingdom; where he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever. Amen.

Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25THE FIRST LESSON
Lector: A reading from the Book of Joshua
Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders, the heads, the judges,
and the officers of Israel; and they presented themselves before God. And Joshua said to all the
people, “Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: Long ago your ancestors—Terah and his sons Abraham
and Nahor—lived beyond the Euphrates and served other gods. Then I took your father Abraham
from beyond the River and led him through all the land of Canaan and made his offspring many.

“Now therefore revere the Lord, and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the gods that
your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. Now if you are unwilling to
serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the
region beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and
my household, we will serve the Lord.”

Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the Lord to serve other gods; for
it is the Lord our God who brought us and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of
slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight. He protected us along all the way that we went,
and among all the peoples through whom we passed; and the Lord drove out before us all the peoples,
the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the Lord, for he is our God.”

But Joshua said to the people, “You cannot serve the Lord, for he is a holy God. He is a jealous God;
he will not forgive your transgressions or your sins. If you forsake the Lord and serve foreign gods,
then he will turn and do you harm, and consume you, after having done you good.” And the people
said to Joshua, “No, we will serve the Lord!” Then Joshua said to the people, “You are witnesses
against yourselves that you have chosen the Lord, to serve him.” And they said, “We are witnesses.”
He said, “Then put away the foreign gods that are among you, and incline your hearts to the Lord, the
God of Israel.” The people said to Joshua, “The Lord our God we will serve, and him we will obey.” So
Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, and made statutes and ordinances for them at
Shechem.

Lector: Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People: Thanks be to God.

Celebrant: 
People: 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 
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PSALM 78: 1-7

1 Hear my teaching, O my people; *
incline your ears to the words of my mouth.

2 I will open my mouth in a parable; *
I will declare the mysteries of ancient times.

3 That which we have heard and known,
and what our forefathers have told us, *
we will not hide from their children.

4 We will recount to generations to come
the praiseworthy deeds and the power of the Lord, *
and the wonderful works he has done.

5 He gave his decrees to Jacob
and established a law for Israel, *
which he commanded them to teach their children;

6 That the generations to come might know,
and the children yet unborn; *
that they in their turn might tell it to their children;

7 So that they might put their trust in God, *
and not forget the deeds of God,
but keep his commandments;

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18THE SECOND LESSON
Lector: A reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Thessalonians

We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so that you
may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again,
even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. For this we declare to you by the
word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means
precede those who have died. For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel's call
and with the sound of God's trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first.
Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the
Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage one another with these
words.

Lector: Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People: Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL HYMN Jerusalem my happy home The Hymnal 1982 #709
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THE GOSPEL Matthew 25:1-13

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said, “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and
went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. When the foolish
took their lamps, they took no oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As
the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a
shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ Then all those bridesmaids got up
and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps
are going out.’ But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had
better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ And while they went to buy it, the
bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the
door was shut. Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he
replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day
nor the hour.”

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

SERMON  Cliff Ruprecht

THE NICENE CREED BCP 358

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and
unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For
our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have
no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father. With the
Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in
one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

(standing as able)PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND CONCLUDING COLLECT
(As we pray, please respond to “Lord, in your mercy”  with “Hear our prayer”)    



8

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Celebrant: Let us confess our sins to God.

All: God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your
will in our lives. We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves,
and in the world you have created. We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the
evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and
strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your
love and serve only your will. Amen

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace
of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE (standing)

Celebrant: 
People: 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 

STEWARDSHIP SPEAKER

ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE HOLY COMMUNION
Receiving Communion
Receiving only bread or wine is considered full communion, or you can receive both
elements. You may…
1.     Receive the bread, placing one hand on the other, facing up
2.    Receive gluten-free bread, hands facing down
3.    Drink from the chalice (cup) when it’s offered to you
4.    Decline to drink by crossing your arms; the Eucharistic minister will extend it toward 
        you with the words “The Blood of Christ.”
5.    Decline both bread and wine, and with arms crossed, receive a blessing.
Please do not dip the wafer into the chalice. 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM

PRESENTATION HYMN

3    Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
      praise God, all creatures here below;
      praise God above, ye heavenly host:
      Creator, Savior, Holy Ghost.

The Hymnal 1982 #380 v3 adapted
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING Eucharistic Prayer B in Expansive Language 

Celebrant:       The Lord be with you.
People:            And also with you.
Celebrant:       Lift up your hearts.
People:            We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant:       Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:            It is right to give God thanks and praise.
 
Celebrant:
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth.

The celebrant continues with Proper preface, which concludes with:
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Celebrant and People:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,                                  
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
    Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
    Hosanna in the highest.
 
The people stand or kneel. Then the Celebrant continues:
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and
above all in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. For in these last days you sent Jesus to be incarnate
from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In Christ, you have delivered us
from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In Christ, you have brought us out of error into
truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.
 
On the night before he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he
had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do
this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
 
Celebrant and People:
We remember Christ’s death,
We proclaim Christ’s resurrection,
We await Christ’s coming in glory;



The Celebrant continues:
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Savior of all; presenting to you, from
your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon
these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant.
Unite us in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, through whom we are acceptable to you, being sanctified by
the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to
that heavenly country where, with Paul and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of
your children; through Jesus Christ our Savior, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church,
and the author of our salvation.

By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty God, now and for ever. AMEN.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our God in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in

heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory

are yours, now and for ever. Amen.

Celebrant:  As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
Celebrant and People:

BREAKING OF THE BREAD

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 

The Celebrant says:  Be known to us Jesus in the breaking of the bread. We are the
communion of Christ’s Body.
 

All: We share one bread together. 
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THE INVITATION 

Facing the people, the celebrant says the following invitation
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 
Then is said, The Body of Christ, the Bread of Heaven. The Blood of Christ, the Cup of Salvation.

 The ushers will guide the people pew by pew to the altar rail. You may kneel or stand to
receive the Sacrament. (Gluten Free is available.) Clergy will distribute the consecrated host to
each person. Eucharistic Ministers will hold the cup in front of each person saying, ’The Blood
of Christ; the Cup of Salvation.’ If you do not wish to receive the Sacrament, you are invited to
come forward and cross your arms indicating you’d like a blessing instead.
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COMMUNION HYMN 1 Let all mortal flesh keep silence The Hymnal 1982 #324



COMMUNION HYMN 2 Wait for the Lord Taize 30
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POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER BCP PG. 366

Celebrant: 
Celebrant and People: 

Let us pray. 

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most
precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy
mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal
kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and
serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be
honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

THE BLESSING
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THE CLOSING HYMN Rejoice, rejoice believers The Hymnal 1982 #68
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DISMISSAL
The People respond: Thanks be to God.

MUSIC FOR EXITING
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The Diocese of Maine, The Rt. Rev. Thomas James Brown, Bishop

St. Paul’s Staff and Vestry

The Rev. Dr. Matthew R. Scott, Rector
The Rev. Katie Holicky, Associate Rector

Melissa Carbajal
Lead Administrator

Sunshine Spaulding
Administrative Assistant

Patsy Oehl
Senior Warden

Nancy King
Junior Warden

Andrea Lauerman
Sacred Ground Coordinator

Christina Spurling
Organist/Accompanist 

                 Vestry                       
Term ending 2027 — Michael Anne Banks, Jonathan Bolton, Mike Sullivan

Term ending 2028 — Roger Barras, Michael Turner, John Bilodeau
Term ending 2029 — Dieuwke Zolas and Leslie Walter
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